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Dates to  
Remember 

 

Dates can also be found on 
the School Website 

 
Monday 6 February 

P&F Meeting 6:00pm 
 

Wednesday 8 February 
ACM 5:00pm - School 

Hall 
 

Friday 10 February 
Whole School Mass 

9:00am - Church 
 

Wednesday 15 February 
Nagle Principal Visit 

9:00am - Year 6 
 

Thursday 16 February 
Student Leadership Day 

 
Parent/child meeting-

First Reconciliation 
3:20pm-4:30pm 

School Hall 
 

Friday 17 February 
Prayer Assembly - Yr 5 

8:45am 
Student Leadership Day 

Welcome to 2023 
Welcome back to St John’s School for 2023.  It was absolutely delightful to see the smiling  
faces of the students as they arrived at school on Wednesday.  The students have brought life, 
love and laughter back to our community and it has been wonderful to have them return to 
the school environment.  I look forward to the journey we are all about to take together this 
year. 
 
New Students 
In addition to the students starting their schooling in Kindy, we have a huge influx of new  
students across other year levels, with more students being enrolled each day.  As our  
numbers need time to settle, new students will be officially welcomed in the next newsletter 
to ensure I do not miss any individual. 
 
Over the past two days, our new students have settled in well, beautifully supported by their 
new friends, and we look forward to getting to know the students better as time goes on.  It is 
wonderful to have so many new members in our school family, the family of St John’s School. 
 
2022 Annual Community Meeting (ACM) 
The 2022 ACM will be held on Wednesday 8 February, combined with a welcome to the 2023 
school year.  Usually, the ACM is held in Term Four but had to be rescheduled due to a  
number of reasons.  At the ACM, the School Advisory Council and P&F will hold their annual 
meetings, including the election of new office bearers.  Some nominations were received last 
year but we still have some positions to fill.  If you are interested, please complete the  
respective form on pages six and seven of the newsletter.  All families are invited to attend 
and light refreshments will be available.   
 
COVID-19 in 2023 
Please find a reminder of the COVID-19 School Operating Guidelines for 2023 on page eight of 
the school newsletter. 
 
School Newsletter 
As of 2023, the decision has been made to move the St John’s School Newsletter from weekly 
to fortnightly.  Interim notices and updates will be provided via Seesaw and the St John’s 
School Facebook page.  Please note that the newsletter will be published on odd weeks of the 
term, that is Weeks One, Three, Five, Seven and Nine.   
 
Staffing 2023 
Mrs Helen Carrier has joined St John’s School as an Assistant Principal for Term One.  Mrs  
Carrier comes with a wealth of experience, knowledge and skills in teaching and leadership, 
including teaching at St John’s School in the past.  It has been wonderful to work with Mrs 
Carrier to date and I look forward to the value adding she is able to provide to the students, 
staff, parent community and school as a whole. 
 

A warm re-welcome is extended to Mrs Kay Brown in her role as the Year Two Classroom 
Teacher.  Mrs Brown will be well known by the majority of students as she has previously held 
the role of Library Technician.  We are very excited to have Mrs Brown on staff after  
completing a short term contract at Beachlands Primary School in 2022. 
 

I would like to welcome Mrs Courtney Collett to the St John’s School Community as the Year 
Four Teacher on Fridays.  Mrs Collett is very familiar with St John’s School as she worked as a 
relief teacher in 2022.  Welcome, Courtney, and we look forward to having you as a regular 
part time staff member. 

St John’s School 
Kindergarten to Year 6 

mailto:admin@sjr.wa.edu.au


Library News 
Library books are kept for one week and 
then returned to school.  A Library Bag is 

required to borrow books. 

 
Library Days 

Wednesdays - PP, Year 4, Year 5 
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 6  

 

Library News Week 1 

Welcome back everyone. I’m very  
excited to share with you some photos 
of our staff who have spent some of 
their holidays reading to their pets. 
How relaxing for the pet! It would be 
great to see some photos of our  
students reading to their pets.  
 
A book buddy could be another option 
for those families who don’t have pets. 
A favourite soft toy, teddy or a sibling 
would make a great book buddy to 
read to.  
 
Please email your photos to  
susan.connolly@cewa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Borrowing for students commences in 
Week 2. 

 

Kindy students will have visits to the 
Library at various times over the course 
of the year. They won’t be borrowing 
books. 

Mrs Raechel Crocetta is wearing a number of hats this term.  In addition to one day in 
Year One and Year Five, Mrs C is covering the role of Health and Physical Education for 
Term One.  Mrs C has a great passion for promoting a healthy, active lifestyle and I know 
the students will thrive under her guidance. 
 
Mrs Nikki Barndon has resigned from St John’s School as she has been offered her dream 
job.  Mrs Barndon is extremely sad to be leaving St John’s School and had the job offer 
been anywhere else, the answer would had been a no.  We have advertised the position 
and will progress through the employment process in a timely manner.  Mrs Barndon’s 
final day as Canteen Manager is flexible as she is able to stay on in the position until a 
suitable replacement can be found, and hand over conducted.  This offer is extremely 
generous and beneficial to our school, ensuring a smooth transition.  I will farewell Mrs 
Barndon once a final date has been finalised. 
 
The Staff of St John’s School, old and new, are all committed to working in partnership in 
the best interests of the students…Every Story Every Opportunity. 
 
Seesaw 
In 2023, St John’s School will continue its use of Seesaw across the school.  Seesaw has a 
three pronged approach: 
 

• Students show learning - Students use built-in multimodal tools to capture what 
they know in Seesaw’s digital portfolio 

• Teachers gain insights - Teachers see all stages of student thinking and progress, 
enabling them to teach better  

• Families connect - Families gain a window into their child’s learning and engage in 
home-to-school connections 

 
It is vitally important that all parents/carers connect to Seesaw as soon as possible to  
ensure you are kept up to date with all the necessary information.  Please liaise with your 
child’s classroom teacher for assistance. 
 
Census 
Friday 17 February is Census Day for St John’s School and reporting to various bodies.  It is 
vitally important that all students from Pre Primary to Year Six are at school on this Friday.  
If you son/daughter is absent, a written note of explanation must be provided to meet 
guidelines.  This Census has many purposes, one of which relates to funding so please 
ensure your child is at school on Friday 17 February. 
 
Good News Story 
The first good news story of 2023 must be the way that all students, and staff, have 
settled back into the 2023 school year.  The students have adjusted to life back at school 
and are following the routines of the school very well, ready for a year of learning and 
opportunity.   

Mrs Melissa Marquis 

PRINCIPAL 
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P&F News 
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au  

 

P&F Committee 
 

Meeting Dates 
 

Monday 6th February 
Monday 27th February 

Monday 20th March 
 

All meetings are held at 6:00pm in 
the School Staffroom.  

 
All are welcome to attend. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Mrs Helen Carrier 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Welcome  
Happy New Year and welcome back to the start of another wonderful year at St John’s 
School. We hope you and your families had a wonderful break over the Christmas and New 
Year period and are ready for an exciting year ahead.  
  
A very warm welcome to any new families, staff, and particularly, our new students. To all 
families and students returning, welcome back!   
  
Prayer Assemblies 
Today the St John’s School Staff lead our School Prayer Assembly, with a theme of blessings 
on our new school year. 
 
There will be no Prayer Assembly in Week Two due to our Whole School Mass.  

 
Whole School Mass  
Next Friday 10 February at 9.00am, in the St John’s Church, the school community will  
gather to celebrate the beginning of the school year with a whole school eucharistic  
celebration. All are welcome to attend.  
 
Fruit of the Spirit  
St John’s School use the Fruit of the Spirit to guide our students to become faith-filled  
individuals, representing Catholic virtues in all that they do.   
  
To begin the year, I would like to focus on the scripture where the Fruit of the Holy Spirit is 
identified. Please take a moment to read Galatians 5: 22-23:  
  

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
gentleness and self-control.  

Against such things there is no law.’  
   

In class, under guidance from their teachers, the students will be encouraged to use the  
Ideas and language of the Fruit of the Spirit in their daily lives. The first Fruit of the Spirit to 
focus on will be the Fruit of Love. How will you show the Fruit of Love?   
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
This term, our First Reconciliation candidates and their parent/carers will prepare for and 
celebrate the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. A note has gone home to all Year Three  
students today with further information. Please take note of the following information and 
key dates:  
   
The Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation for St John’s School will be   
Sunday 19 February at 8.30am in the St John’s Church. Alternatively, the Reconcilation 

candidates can also attend the Commitment Masses in the St Francis Xavier Cathedral on the 
following dates:   
   

• 18 February Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm  

• 19 February Sunday 7.30am, 9.30am or 6.30pm  

• 25 February Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm  
   
It is preferred students attend the St John’s Church Commitment Mass. A St John’s School 
representative will be present at all Commitment Masses.  
 
A Parent/Child First Reconciliation Meeting will be held in the St John’s School Hall on 
Wednesday 16 February from 3.20pm-4.30pm and will be facilitated by Father Gerard.  
   
The Sacrament of First Reconciliation for St John’s School will be held on Thursday 23 March 
at 5.30pm in the St John’s Church.  

Religious Education 



Administration News 
 
Medical Updates and Health Considerations   
It is extremely important that the school is aware of any medical conditions or other health considerations that your child/ren may 
have. If you are new to the school or aware of any new medical conditions or other health considerations that may have developed 
over the holidays, then please come and collect the appropriate forms from the Office as soon as possible.   
  
For students with existing medical plans, new medical forms will be sent home in the coming weeks for your child’s medical plans to 
be updated. These forms need to be completed on a yearly basis and, where necessary, signed by your doctor. Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter.  
  
Allergy Aware School  
St John’s School is an allergy aware school. The foods that are particularly life-threatening for some of our students are nuts (peanuts 
and tree nuts) and eggs. We ask that students do not bring these foods to school in their lunch boxes.   
  
Students are learning about ways they can help their classmates who have allergies stay safe. There are several posters around the 
school reminding the school community of the steps they can take to do this. Most of the steps are common practise in our school but 
it is useful for everyone to be reminded of these important steps.  
 
The steps include:  
1. Don’t share your food, especially with friends who have allergies.  
2. Wash your hands before and after eating.   
3. Know what your friends are allergic to.  
4. If a schoolmate who has allergies becomes sick, get help straight away.  
  
Your assistance to help keep everyone safe at our school is much appreciated.  
  
School Communication 

If you need to communicate with your child’s classroom teacher, there are several options available:  
  
1. Message through our school communication platform, Seesaw  
2. Email using firstname.surname@cewa.edu.au  
3. Phone the school and leave a message for the teacher to return your call 
4. Arrange a face to face meeting at a mutually convenient time   

  
A reminder that absences from school can be communicated through the school’s website page, via a phone call to the School Office 
or a note sent in with your child upon their return.  
 
NAPLAN 2023 Testing Timetable  
NAPLAN testing is due to commence in Week 7 on Wednesday 15 March and concludes in Week 9 on Monday 27 March. The  
proposed timetable for each of the assessments is below. If students are absent for their scheduled assessment, the school will  
provide them with an opportunity to complete the missed assessment during Week 8 and 9.  Teachers will continue to prepare  
students and familiarise them with the online site in the lead up to NAPLAN.  If parents wish to, they are also able to access this  
practice site at https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.  A note with further information has been 
sent home with further information with Year Three and Five students today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Leadership Days  
During Week Three, on Thursday 16 and Friday 17 February, our Year Five and Six students will be attending their Student Leadership 
Days. We hope our students find new opportunities to develop and grow their leadership skills and enjoy the days. More information 
will follow in a letter home to parents next week.  
 
Nagle Catholic College Principal Visit - Year Six  
Nagle Catholic College Principal, Michael Williams, will be visiting with the Year Six students on Wednesday 15 February. The purpose 
of this visit is to provide students with information about Nagle Catholic College and give them an opportunity to ask any questions.   

Wednesday 15 March Thursday 16 March Friday 17 March Monday 20 March 

Writing Year 3  
  
Writing Year 5  

Reading Year 3  
   
Reading Year 5  

Language Conventions Year 3  
   
Language Conventions Year 5  
   

Numeracy Year 3  
   
Numeracy Year 5  
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Mrs Emma Pollard   

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

  
Standardised Testing  
Standardised testing will soon commence in our Pre Primary to Year Six Classrooms. St John’s School uses a variety of assessment tools 
to help identify each student’s literacy and numeracy skills, providing valuable information to assist in the development of intentional 
and informed programming and teaching.   
 
Keeping Safe Curriculum 2023 
Throughout the year, students will be engaging with the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum. The teachers delivering the  
program have received explicit training in the Curriculum. Although parent permission is not required under the Education Act (1972), 
we encourage parents/carers to seek further clarification if required and to provide the school with any relevant information about 
their child that could alleviate any concerns. 

Administration News 

 

2023 - DATES 
 

Term One 

Wednesday 1 February     Students commence Term One 

Wednesday 8 February  2023 ACM - 5:00pm 

Monday 6 March   Public Holiday 

Thursday 23 March   Sacrament of First Reconciliation - 5:30pm 

Friday 7 April    Good Friday 

  

Term Two 

Monday 24 April  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 

Tuesday 25   ANZAC Day 

Wednesday 26 April  Students commence Term Two 

Sunday 28 May  Sacrament of First Eucharist - 8:30am 

Monday 5 June  Public Holiday 

Friday 30 June  Students and Staff conclude Term Two 

  

Term Three 

Monday 17 July  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 

Tuesday 18 July  Students commence Term Three 

Monday 21 August  Pupil Free Day – Catholic Day 

Tuesday 5 September Sacrament of Confirmation - 6:00pm 

Thursday 21 September Students conclude Term Three 

Friday 22 September  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 

  

Term Four 

Monday 9 October   Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 

Tuesday 10 October   Students commence Term Four 

Friday 1 December  End of Year Concert & Presentation Night  

Wednesday 6 December Year 6 Graduation Mass 

Friday 8 December  Students conclude Term Four 

Friday 15 December   Staff conclude Term Four 







COVID-19 School Operating Guidelines 

 
COVID-19 Student Positive Result 
 

• Students remain at home until symptoms resolve. 

• Register RAT results via WA Health and the CEWA COVID-19 Self-Reporting Portal on the St John’s School Website. 

• Wear a mask if required to leave the home and when accessing public transport (including school transport).  

• Avoid large gatherings and crowded, indoor locations.  COVID-19 positive persons cannot visit public hospitals and other high 
risk settings for 7 days. 

 
Close Contacts 
A close contact is defined as a person from within the same household or a person who has had household-like contact with a COVID-
19 positive person, during that person’s infectious period. 
 

• Isolation of close contacts is no longer mandated but close contacts are encouraged to test daily for 5 days and only attend 
school following a negative RAT result. 

• Close contacts may choose to wear a mask. 

• Close contacts should register their status as a close contact via the CEWA COVID-19 Self Reporting Portal on the St John’s 
School Website.  

• Close contact persons should not attend public hospitals and other high risk settings for 7 days. 
 
Masks 

Staff, students and visitors to a school may choose to wear a mask. 
Staff, students and visitors are expected to adhere to any mask wearing requirements of third-party organisations/workplaces. 

 
Attendance  

Consistent with the direction from the Minister of Education, schools are open for learning and students must attend in accord-
ance with the Education Act. 

 
Ventilation  

Schools are required to maintain strong ventilation practices, meaning the use of natural and mechanical modes of air flow 
through classrooms and indoor spaces.  

 
Cleaning  

Schools should ensure that cleaning providers utilise detergent and disinfectant agents for high contact surfaces.  
Consistent and thorough schedules should be maintained throughout the school. 












